Sermon 29 January 2012, Greenfield Church

Mark 1:21-28: “Authority and amazement!”

1. Begin by retelling the story:

· The excitement about Jesus' arrival & teaching (packed synagogue)

· The amazement at the authority He has in His teaching (not just re-hashing what's gone before)

· The healing of the man

2. Amazed at authority:

·  Nowadays we're not amazed by authority (eg ministers, politicians)

· Yet this is what's going on in this story - that's what Mark's pointing us to

3. A different sort of authority:

· Not just "bossing people around"

· The teachers with most authority: not just bossiness; sought to bring out our potential

· So with Jesus: 

· Not just “the law” and traditions;

· Painting a picture of the God He knows intimately, His Father, the God who frees

· Shown most clearly in the healing: Jesus uses His authority, "throws His weight around" - but to free, to liberate

· Jesus' authority is the authority to save us, to heal us, to set us free, to make right what has gone wrong

4. And this is the authority Jesus seeks to bring into our lives - into our world:

· Not like the captain of the cruise liner - Jesus seeks to make sure we're OK even at His own cost

· The things that "hold us":

· Our fears, our worries;

· Our sins;

· Our hurts

· So many more...

· Christ comes with authority to begin to set us free from these things

· He invites us to come to Him, believing that He can do this
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